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Local Climate Action:
Portland’s plan for an equitable, 
prosperous, healthy way forward
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1970’s Portland = 180 Air Quality Violations
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REAL PROGRESS
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REAL PROGRESS

Harbor Drive Waterfront Park
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Pearl District

REAL PROGRESS
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Money meant to build a new 

highway to Mt. Hood…
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REAL PROGRESS

Mt. Hood Freeway “ghost ramp”
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Transformation



What strategies could Tempe use to 
support energy efficiency  and renewable 
energy?

How can Tempe prepare for extreme heat 
in our city?

What actions should we take to join the 
global movement on addressing climate?

What goals should we set to reduce our 
community greenhouse gas emissions?

Purpose of Forum
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Climate Action Plan

As part of the City’s Commitment with the 
Global Covenant of Mayors:

1. Letter of Intent from Mayor and Council
2. Complete a greenhouse gas emissions 

inventory
3. Will set a target to reduce GHG emissions
4. Develop Climate Action Plan on how 

Tempe will reduce GHG emissions 13
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Greenhouse Gas Inventory

• If you can’t measure it 
you can’t manage it

• Sets a baseline to set 
reduction targets

• Identifies major sources 
of emissions 

• Measures effectiveness 
of programs over time
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Total Emissions:
3,667,560 MT CO2e

Greenhouse Gas Inventory
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Energy Efficiency improvements in 

city facilities include:

Efficiency 

Water treatment

Street lights

Buildings

HVAC

Lighting

Controls

Energy Management 

System

Renewable Energy

Solar Panels installed at 6 

city facilities 

Alternative fuels 

Municipal Energy Investments
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New goal for carbon reduction 
New goal for resilience to extreme heat
Menu of potential investments (Including 
projects in current CIP, and projects to put in 
year 5 before next bond authorization)
Develop community support, and data to 
support actions and investments (Partnership 
with ASU)

What Does a “Climate Action Plan” 

look like in Tempe?
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Extreme Heat

Why heat? Why now?

Image source: 
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/phoenix/2015/04/01/phoen
ix-homeless-shelter-closes-men-leave/70768806/
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Extreme Heat

From: Urban Systems Lab 
http://urex.urbansystemslab.com

Source: USGS 8/16/2016 Landsat 8 image

Urban 
Heat 
Islands
August 16, 2016

Sky Harbor Airport

ASU Campus
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